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' COMMUNITY: OUTLET DEDICATED TO ICONIC SHEFFIELD ESTATE OPENS IN CITY CENTRE
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The redevelopment of Park
Hill from a rundown council
estate toa colourfully-clad
complex of apartments,
officesand more has
turned the placeintoa

key part of Sheffield's 21st
centurybrand-soit's only
fitting that the Brutalist
complex hasbecome the
subject of its own retail
outlet.

The Park Hill Shop has
opened on Pinstone Street,
displayingmerchandisefrom
designers and showcasing a
photo exhibition that focus-
es on builders who grew up
around the Grade IT*-listed
estate and arenow back work-
ing on the big revamp.

It all ties in with the
scheme’s third phase - the
creation of accommodation
for3s6 studentsinalarge sec-
tion ofthe1960sflats,famous
for their 'streetsin the sky'.

Thestudent element ofthe
project will be called Béton
Houseandisexpectedtoopen
in September 2020. Accom-
modation will be arranged
in a traditional town house
layout within amanaged and
secure block, claimed to be a
unique offering.

The shop acts as a mar-
keting suite, featuring lay-
outs and a model room
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Photographer Martin Gray with some of his work on display at the Park
Hill shop

the whole scheme, and is
also connected to Sheffield's
Off The Shelf book festi-
val. Alumno, thestudent flats'
developer, is an associate
partner of the event and for
the shop’s launch the firm
commissioned a three-min-
ute film from writer Nat Lof-
tus and artist Miriam Stayte
celebratingthe soth anniver-
sary of the moon landings.

Alumno has also asked
Otis Mensah, Sheffield's poet
laureate, to write a poem in
praise of Park Hill that will
bedisplayed on fencesandin
thelandscaped areas of Béton
House.

Items from The Modern-
ist Society, S1 Artspace and
cityartistsare onshowinthe
shop, and the first exhibition
isby Martin Gray.

“I wanted to make a
series of portraits and inter-
views with people who are
regenerating Park Hill,”
said Martin. “This selection
predominantly focuses on
builders who grew up in and
around the estate, now using
theirskillstogive thisextraor-
dinary landmark, already
part of somanylives,arole as
the hub of a new community
inthe heart of Sheffield.”

Alongside Sheffield Uni-
versity, Alumno has invited
artists to bid for a commis-
sion to exhibit their work in
the shop next year.

The frontage on Pinstone
Street has been designed
by Ben Kelly, who mas-
terminded the renowned
Hacgienda club’s interiors in

‘Iwanted tomakea
series of portraits
andinterviews
with people who
areregenerating
Park Hill

Manchester. Ben Kelly and
Brinkworth Designhave been
tasked with overseeing the
interiorsand the community
space at Béton House. The
term ‘brutalism’ comes from
the French béton-brut, liter-
ally meaning ‘raw concrete’,
amaterial thatloomslargein
Park Hill'sappearance.
David Campbell, Alum-
no's managing director, said:
“Our project at Park Hill will
allow usto offer a truly mem-
orable living experience for
students in Sheffield. They
willbeabletolivein aniconic
building and in a brilliant
location for the city centre.
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“The shop will give eve-
ryone in Sheffield a chance
to connect with this project
and experience the transfor-
mation and rebirth of this
legacy first-hand. We are
planning numerous exciting
events throughout the year
tohelpraiseawarenessofthe
project.”

The student flats, costing
£20 million and designed by
Whittam Cox Architects, will
be ready by 2020. A planning
application for the redevel-
opment’s fourth phase, pri-
marily a gallery and studios
for S1 Artspace, has secured
approval.

Urban Splash is leading
the overall scheme-the com-
pleted phase one is home to
600 residents and workers,
while phase two is under
way and will bring more
apartments.

The shop, at 26 Pinstone
Street, will be open through-
out Off the Shelf which runs
until October 26.




